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Ladurie, F. Lebrun, J.-N. Biraben, J.-P. Peter, and J.-P. Goubert. With the exception
of one article by David Gaunt which originally appeared in Swedish, all of Imhof's
choices were first published in French, so the translations into German are unlikely
to be of particular use to English-speaking historians. However, Imhof has also
written an excellent sixty-five-page introduction to his subject and provides a useful
thirty-page bibliography of recent work in historical human biology. Unusual in
collections ofessays, the volume is indexed.
EDWIN HARTMAN, Substance, bodyandsoul: Aristotelian investigations, Princeton
University Press, 1978, 8vo, pp. xi, 292, £11.80.
Reviewedby Vivian Nutton, M.A., Ph.D., Wellcome Institutefor the History ofMedicine, 183 Euston
Road, London NWI 2BP.
Historians ofpsychology will find this tough-minded study ofAristotle's views on
personal identity greatly rewarding, although by no means easy reading. Aristotle,
it is argued, sees the world as populated by individual material objects, rather than
by their parts or by universals: material objects are identical with their particular
essence, not a combination ofform and matter. The author traces the consequences
ofthis theory as applied to the person, a substance whose essence is his soul, and to
the relationships between body and mind as expressed in perception, sensation, and
thought. These investigations, even ifnot all equally convincing, have the great merit
of taking Aristotle seriously, as a philosopher-scientist worth arguing with, rather
than as a historical totem-pole to be noticed, respected, and then preserved as an
ineffective curiosity.
GARY WERSKEY, The visible college. A collective biography of British scientists
andsocialists ofthe 1930s, London, Allen & Unwin, 1978, 8vo, pp. 376, £10.00.
Five British scientists who turned to socialism at about the time ofthe First World
War are featured in this book by an American-born sociologist: J. D. Bernal, J. B. S.
Haldane, Lancelot Hogben, Hyman Levy, and Joseph Needham. By their writings
and publicity on science and socialism they became known as leading intellectuals,
and they here relate the stories of their lives and of their times through their own
eyes. Oneoftheabsorbingaspects isthedifference betweentheindividuals' approaches
totheircommon interests, andtheirvaryingbackgrounds. It is a scholarly workwhich
will prove to be attractive and valuable to a wide range ofreaders, including scien-
tists, politicians, and historians ofthe twentieth century and ofits science.
WESLEY W. SPINK, Infectious diseases. Prevention and treatment in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, Folkestone, Dawson, 1978, 8vo, pp. xx, 577, illus., £22.50.
Dr. Spink has specialized in infectious diseases for almost fifty years and now
presents a history of their control. There are three sections. The first, 'Background
ofthe control and treatment ofinfectious diseases', includes very pedestrian chapters
on early concepts of infection and its control, and the development of bacteriology,
immunology, and virology, together with a survey of the evolution of public health
in Great Britain and the U.S.A., and ofthe World Health Organization. The second
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